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Don great Prophet, being 
about to fmiſh and. ſeal 
up his Predictiems, is hert 


MK). ſappor'd, by che heſt Bx 


poſitors, to have bis Thoughts di- 
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the Jewiſh State ; or with the firſt 
Coming of the Meſſiah at his Hu- 
dailiation in the Fleſh, and to be 
concluded at his ſecond Coming 
in great Glory to Judge the World; 
When all Mankind. -ſhall receive 
the juſt Recompence of their 
paſt Actions, and Adam, or all, of 
them that ſleep in the Duſt 2 the 
Earth ſpall awake, or be raiſed from 
their Grayes ſome to 0 everlaſting 
Liſe, and” Jome to- Shame and © ever- 
laſting Contempt, as it is ſet forth in 
the ſecond verſe; 5. and as it imme- 
diately follows in my Text, They that 
be wiſe, or who are eminently good 
and religious, who are wiſe, not only 
unto their own, but other Men's 
Salvation, and fo become the bleſſed 
Inſtruments of advancing God's Spi- 
ritual Kingdom here upon Earth, by 
- Converting Sinners from the Error f 
their Ways, and turning tbem to Righ+ 
teouſneſß, ſhall be eminently reward- 
1 or moſt ban exalted in "is 
___ Hea- 
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Heavenly Kingdom ; When t 


be Wiſe, ſhall ſhine as the ap. brneſs of 


the Firmament 5 and they that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, | as the Sta tars 1 IN 


_ ever. 


From which Wor 1 1 ſhall, 


8 - 


1 mor, Shew, i in a genesal, ahi wie | 


: ee of converting Sinners, 


tbem to Nigbteon / 


"rear — Which 25 nee burther 
recommend, aral ho 


er dene 928 e 37 we 


now before us, of en 
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* HIRDLY),- Haan the glorious 


Reward which is here promis'd 
do thoſe who join in ſo chari- 
. + table a Work; They ſhall ſhine 

„ th Brightneſs of the Firma- 


ment, and as the Stars for ever 
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| Fins7; I am to .. chi Sent 
Charity. of converting —_— or, 


— them to Ri are 


Charity, as it relates to our 
Wee res, and ſtands diſtin- 
guiſhed from the Love of God, 
which is the other Branch of this 
Chriſtian Grace, is always under- 
ſtood the Love of our Neighbour, 
exerting. it ſelf, u on all Occaſions, 


in the kindeſt O of Humanity 


and Beneficence 3 all, whom, 
in any des we are de of 
profiting. 

Wirtn W to > heir Bodies, 
or their preſent. Eſtate in this World, 
it is exerciſed in adminiſtring all 
the Relief we are able to give to 
the Miſeries and Calamities to 
which they are expoſed; in being 
Feet to the Lame, and Eyes to the Blind; 
the  Hanygry, Cloatbing the 
Naked, and helping the Oppreſſed; and, 
to be in carefully ſuppl ying 

all. 
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ever, accord! ing to our Power or 


Ability of doing it. And with Re- 
gard to their Souls, or their future 
Eſtate, which is che great Charity 


I am now ſpeaking to, it conſults 
likewiſe their ſpiritual Welfare of 


all Kinds; it is Wiſdom to. the Sim- 
ple, and Inſtruction to the, Igno- 


rant; it, revives the Contrite, and 
reproves the Impenitent; and ne- 


ver neglects any Opportunities, that 


come in its Way, of bringing them 
to a Senſe of their dangerous Con- 


dition, and reclaiming | them from 


it. 
To theſe Acts of Charity, of 
both Kinds, as we are bleſs' d with 


the Opportunity and Ability of per 


forming them, we are doubtles 


obliged to a a our ſelyes. But as 


it is ſaid of this Chriſtian Grace, 


that it excels all aden it muſt like- 


wiſe be allow'd that our Qharity! in 
ſaving the Souls of our Brethren, or 


in 
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in ſecuring and promoting their 


eternal Welfare, is far ſuperiour to 
that which is employ d in relieving 


their Bodies; and as much exceeds 


it, as the everlaſting Happineſs of 
the other World ſurpaſſes the tran- 
fitory Enjoyments of this. This 
therefore, with Reſpe&t to our 
Neighbour as well as our ſelves, 
is that better Part, which we ſhould 
never ſuffer, upon any Account, to 
be taken from us; and, comparatively 
ſpeaking, it is the one Thing that is 

moſt truly needful, for them 
8 r. James recommends this Duty, 
in his vth Ch. 19, and 20th Verſes, 
in a Manner that deſerves our par- 
ticular Regard : | Brethren, ſays he, 
if any of you do err from the Truth, 
and one convert him; let hin know, or 
be well affured, that be which con- 
Verteth 4 Sinner from the Error of his 


May, ſhall fave 4 Soul from Death, 
which he | plainly ſuggeſts to be 


the ' beſt Office he can do for him; 


and 


De 


. 


and then adds, how much it will 
redound to his on Benefit, and he 
ſhall hide 4 Multitude o/ Sins, i. e. as 


ſome interpret theſe Words, of hir 


ne Sins, by diſpoſing the Almighty 


o be the more propitious, upon his 
e, Repentance, in the For- 
giveneſs of them; or, as it is in 


2 Sam. Xxxii. 26. to ſhew bimſtlf mer- 
ciful with him, who has been thus 


merciful to his ſinful Brother. 
O ux Bleſſed Lord, we know: 
whilſt he livd and convers'd, as he 


chiefly delighted to do with the 
Infirm and Diſcas d, and Indigent 


rg of Mankind, was never watit- 
to theſe niſerable - Creatures, 


in in any. Offce of Pity and Com- 


paſſion that their Caſe requir'd; 
and having, many Times; no yi other 


Way of helping and relieving them, 
he did it by his Miracles; he bleſs'd 
and multiply'd the ſeanty Proviſion 


that had been made for himſelf and 
his uſual A ttendants, into more than 


* was 


S | 


was ſufficient to fatisfie;; the Hun- 


ger of ſome Thouſands; + he made 


the Lame to walk, the Blind to ſee, and 
' the Deaf to bear; be cleans'd the Lepers, 


heal d the Bick, and rais'd the Dead, by 
ſpeaking, as the Centurion deſir d | he 


would do in þ$ particular Caſe, 
the Word only ; as he at firſt created 
the World, by ſaying, Let it be ſo. 


Bur the principal End for which 
he wrought theſe and. all his Mira- 


cles, was to ſave Sinners, to call them 


to Repentance, to demonſtrate his 


Power of forgiving their Sins, and to 


deliver them from the Dominion 


and Puniſhment of them. And, 


as for this End he aſſum'd our Na- 


ture, and came into pe World, o 
when he had fulfill d al 


neſs, he then alſo laid. den Tis Life, 


as he had taken it- up, with the ut- 


moſt Reſignation, 8 fave Sinners. 


And, greater Love hath no Man' than this, 


nor can any pretend to come up 
to it; yet the Inference St. Paal 
draws 


for the Propagation of the Goſpel. | It 1 


' draws from the infinite Condeſcen- 1 
tion of Gos Love to us, is n 3 
other than this, that, as he ivd ut, 1 
jo we ought 4 905 in an humble Imi- 
tation and a grateful Acknowledg- 1 
ment of the Divine Gobdneſs, ts „ 
love one another; to do all the Good od 4 
we can in che World, and to pro- | 
mote and fet forward,” to the ut- - I 

moſt of our Power, the common "= 
Salvation of Mankind in general. | 
Which leads me to conſider, - | ': MR 
Sz conDL y, The ſpecial Inſtance l 
of Chriſtian Charity, now before us, — 
that of converting Infidels: ' 
are emphatically ſtyI'd by St. Paul) l 
Gal. ' ii. 15. Sinners of the Gentiles; 1 


and whoſe unhappy Circumſtances, 1 
in thoſe Parts where our Traffick | 1 


invites us, ſhews them to be, in Re- 
gard to their fpiritual Intereſt, the | 
moſt proper Objects of our Chri- : 
ſtian Charity, and loudly calls for l 
our Compaſſion towards them; | 
their Condition being panty: — 1 
B 2 as | 


1 Je b Ne the Society 4; 


1 as cannot be remedy d without = 


merciful, Aſſiſtance of thoſe who 
have ,embrac'd the Chriſtian; Faith, 
and are providentially call'd, as we 
are by our Dealings with chem, to 
inſtruct them in it. For, as the 


Apoſtle argues, Rom. x. 14, and 15. 


How ſhall they call upon him, or upon 
his Name whereby alone they can hope 


to be ſavd, of whom they have not 


heard: ? and how ſhall they hear with 


out a Preacher? and how ſhall. they Preach, 
who will preſume to undertake the 


Employment, or engage in ſo dif- 
ficult and hazardous a Work, unleſs 
they be ſent, or duly authoriz'd and 


call d to it? Who indeed, without 


the Help and Aſſiſtance, which muſt 
flow from the charitable Contribu- 
tions of thoſe who promote this great 
Deſign, together with G o p' Bleſſing 


attending it, can be thought ſficien 


for theſe Things ? 
How beautiful therefore, as the 


Apoſtle goes on at the latter Part 
of 
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of the 15th Verſe, and as it is writ- 
ten, Iſa; li. 7. are the Feet of them that 
Preach to theſe People the Goſpel of 


Peace, and bring them glad Tidings of . 


good Things, and that publiſh Salvation | 


or who employ their kind and moſt 
_ Chriſtian Endeavours to gain them 


to the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. How 
much to be commended are their 


pious Undertakings, and how well 
do they deſerve the beſt Encourage- 
ments we are able to give them 

As we are therefore engag'd in 
Commerce with theſe People, and 


have our Settlements amongſt them, 
and by theſe Advantages have many 


Opportunities of inſtructing them 
in the Principles of our holy Re- 


ligion, and recommending - it Sx 
them by our good Examples; 

ought not to neglect any of the 
Means that are put into our Hands, 
of bringing them over to the Pra- 


ctice of it. And I cannot but 
think it a juſt Debt, with which 


we 
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we are oblig'd to charge our ſelves, 
to do this for them, were it only 
in Return for the many Benefits 
which in the Buſineſs of our Trade 
we reap from them: And the 
Conſequence will ſtill be very good, 
ſhould we here invert St. Pauls Ar- 
gument, at the xvth Chap. of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, and the 2.7 
Verſe, and afhrm, That if we have 
been made Partakers of their carnal 
5, and are many of us enriched 
by them, our Duty is alſo to miniſter 
unto them in ſpiritual Things. 
Bur we are further oblig'd to 
this Chriſtian Duty on Account of 
the exceeding Riches of God's Grace in bis 
Kindneſs towards us through Chriſt Jeſus, 
(Eph. ii. 7.) by cauſing his Goſpel 
to be Preach'd among us; without 
the Light of which, we our ſelves 
muſt have continu'd in the ſame 
deplorable State with theſe miſe- 
rable People, and remain'd to this 
Day as ignorant and idolatrous. 
Where- 


— — —— — — 18 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel. 15 
| Wherefore let us remember, as the — 
Apoſtle exhorts the Fpheſtans upon ” 
this Topick, Eph. ii. 11, 12, 13. 
that we alſo in Time paſſed, or before 
the Converſion of our Nation from | 
the Pagan Idolatry, were Gentiles in 4 
the Fleſh as well as they, and at that 
Time without Chriſt, being Aliens from 
the Commonwealth of Tfrael, and Stran- 
gers from the Covenants of the Promiſe, 
having no Hope, and without God in the 
Morld; but that now in Ebriſt Jeſus, 
we who ſometimes were far off, or who 
were ſhut out from the Privileges 
of the Chriſtian Covenant, are made 
nigh; or admitted to them, by the Blood 
of Chrift. Let us, I ſay, fo remem- 
ber all this, that as we in Times paſt, 
or in the former Days of Ignorance 
and Darkneſs, did not believe God, 
yet have now obtain d Mercy, and be- 
lieve in him, even ſo theſe alſo who 
now believe not, may, thro our, Mexcy, | 
inſtructing them in the Faith which 1 
we profeſs, obtain Mercy ; as St. Paul | 
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enki the Romans, in we xith Chap, 


30, and 31 Verſes. 

. Ovx bleſſed Saviour in ras: vth 
of St. Matthew 1 4th Verſe, calls all 
his Diſciples and Followers, but more 
eſpecially his Apoſtles, and their 
Succeſſors, The Light of the World; 
Ye are the Light of the World ; which 
was the ſame Title that, at another 
Time, he took upon himſelf, John 
viii. 12. And the Reaſon of his tranſ- 
ferring this Character upon all Chri- 
ſtians, or all his Diſciples, was to con- 
vey to their Minds, under that No- 


tion, a juſt Senſe of the Obligation 


they were under, to make Uſe of 
their Light for the Inſtruction of 
their ignorant and unconverted 
Brethren in the Knowledge and 
Practice of his holy Religion; which 
if they fail'd to do, they would by 
no Means anſwer the Character 


that he had given them, nor be- 


have themſelves as Lights of the World, 
whatever their own Proficiency in 


the 
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the Knowledge of Chriſt and bis 
| Goſpel might otherwiſe be. | 
Bu r to ſome of theſe firſt Ligkts 
of the World, as particularly to his 
Apoſtles, he gave it in Commiſſion, 
Matth. xxviii. 19; 20. to go abroad, 
and teach all Nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son; 
and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to 
obſerve all Thing: vhatſoever he had 
commanded them; and then he pro- 
miſed to be 5 with them, i. e. with 
them and their Succeſſors in the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel, to whom 
this Commiſſion is doubtleſs exten- 
ded, even unto the End of the World. 
Abd this Commiſſion was ſo faith- 
fully and diligently executed by 
thoſe holy Men who firſt undertook 
it, and was immediately attended 
with ſuch wonderful Succeſs, that 
it has paſſed with all, who have well 
conſider d it, as truly miraculous. 
Bur what they did not or could 
not do, (which we have not Time 
: 
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now to conſider) though we have 


Reaſon to think they exceeded them- 


ſelves, or their own natural Strength 


and Ability, in what they did ; what 
was impoſſible with them, (as we 


may well ſuppoſe it was impoſſible 


they ſhould Preach the Goſpel to 
the undiſcover'd Parts of the World, 
of which they had never heard, as 
impoſſible as it was for thoſe of 
whom the Prophet | 


upon or believe in him of whom they have 
not heard;) Whatever I ſay was im- 
poſſible tor them to do, and what 
it may be, has been in a great Mea- 
{ure undone again by thoſe who 
have openly Apoſtatiz d from the 
Chriſtian Faith, or who have tra- 


duc'd or dem d it by their wicked 


Laves, has been left as a Work to 


be perfected and compleated by 


after Generations; and, as it un- 
doubtedly requires the Aſſiſtance of 
this, is therefore the laudable and 

Juſt 
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juſt Occaſion of our meeting toge-/ 
ther at. this Time. 

AnDd here we may obſerve with 
how much Zeal, but withal with 
how great a Mixture of Error, Su- 
perſtition, and Idolatry, the Romiſh 
Miſſionaries have endeavoured to 
Propagate what they call the Ca- 
tholick Faith in hols Infidel Na- 
tions to which they are at any 
Time ſent; and let it be a 

Means further to provoke and ex- 
cite us of the > d Church, 
who have the Light of the Goſpel 
ſhining. among us in its pureſt and 
brig hit Luſtre, to be the more 
concern'd and induſtrious for the 
Propagation of it, wherever we go, 
in the ſame Simplicity, with which 
it has been convey'd and deliver d 
to us; to have our Converſation boneſt 

mong the Gentiles, (1 Pet. i 1 12.) and 
5 let our Light % ſhine before _ 
that they may ſee our. good Works, be 
induc d thereby to embrace our Re- 

Cs ligion, 
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ligion, and, by their Converſion and 


Acceſſion to CHRIST's Kingdom 
here upon Earth, Glorifie our Father 
which is in Heaven. (Matth. v. 16.) 

An» for our further Encourage- 
ment herein, I come next to con- 
der, / | 

TrzDLy, The e Reval 
which is promis 'd in the Text, to 
thoſe 'who join in the charitable 
Work of Converting Sinners, or 
turning them to Righteouſneſs ; and in 
that more eſpecially to which we are 
now invited, of Converting Infidels. 
They ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the 
Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and 
ever. 

Our Bleſſed Lok in 2th Ac- 
count” he gives at the xxvth Chap. 
of St. Matth. of his final Diſtribution 
of Rewards and Puniſhments at 
the laſt Day, when the Wicked ſhall 
go into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the 
Righteous into Life Eternal, (ver. 46.) 
_ the — Ground of the 


great 
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great Diſtinction he will then make 
between the one and the other, in 
the Exerciſe or Neglect of the Offices 
of Charity; and he does not overlook 
the meaneſt of them, nor thoſe that 
are ſhown to the leaſt or meaneſt of 
his Brethren; but accepts of every 
Token of their Kindneſs to them 
as done unto himſelf; Inaſmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the leaſt” of 
theſe my Brethren, ye have done it unto 
me, ver. 42. By which we ſee of 
how great a Price in the Sight of 
| Gov all our Acts of Charity are, 
and how great a Return they are 
like to make in the other World. 
As a further Evidence of our 
Saviour” s kind Reſentment of this 
our Benevolence, we have it re. 
corded from his on Mouth; in 
Matth. x. 42. that whoſoever ſhall Lt ve. 
to drink, to one of theſe - v4 ones, or of 
his Diſciples, 4 Cup of cold Water onhy, 
in the Name "of u Diſciple, or as be- 
longing to him, he ſhall' in no"wiſe 


boſe 


* 
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b, bis Reward; which no doubt 


will be anſwerable to the merciful 


Deſign and Intention of the Giver. 


But in the former Verſe he likewiſe 
takes Notice of ſuch Acts of Hoſpi- 
tality and Beneficence as were ſhown 
to Perſons of a higher Rank, or who 
were more in his Favour, which 


are therefore the more acceptable to 


him, upon that Account; as thoſe 
for Example, that were ſhown to a 
Prophet, or a Righteous Man, as ſuch, or 

in the Name of a Prophet, or of a Righte- 
ous Man ; and he there gives the ſame 
Aſſurance, as in the other Caſe, that 
they | likewiſe ſhall not fail of a 
ſuitable Reward. He that receiveth 


4 Prophet in the Name of a Propbet, 
ſhall receive a Prophets Reward, and he 
that receiveth 4 Righteous Man in the 


Name of a Righteous. Man, ſhall receive 
4 Righteous Mans Reward ver. 41. 
What that Reward ſhall be, it is 
not here any further determin'd, 
than that it will bear an exa& Pro- 


por- 


7 he Fran 7 75 Goſpel, — 


portion to the Kindneſs or Charity 
on the Account of which it is con- 
fer d upon them, or to the Re- 
ſpect that is ſbown to our Lord by 
it. But from hence we may infer, 
that the like proportionable Returns 
will as certainly be made to any 
of the nobler Inſtances or 
of this Virtue, by which good Men 
_ diſtinguiſh themſelves ; ſuch as we 
mult grant that to be, which britiz 
us together at this time. And * 85 
doubtleſs by this Rule or Standard 
in judging of their pious ' Works, 
that the Prophet Da x pronounces 
in my Text, of the wiſe Refor- 
mers and Inſtructers of the World, 
or of thoſe that turn many to Nb 
reonſneſs, that as they approve them 
ſelves the greateſt Feng and Be- 
nefactors to Mankind, they are there- 
fore entitled to the greateſt Rewards, 
and will be rais'd hereafter to the 


higheſt Felicity. They fhal 2 as 


Lig 
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= Brightneſs. of the Firmament, 4 4s 
the Stars for ever and ever. 
_AMONG- this Claſs we need 
not doubt to rank all thoſe, nor 
ſcruple to give them the firſt Pre- 
eminence, whoſe Labours, and Suf- 
fe erings, and, Deaths, are recorded 
either in Holy Writ, or in the 
Hiſtories of = moſt early Times 
of the Church, for their Defence 
and Propagation of the Chriſtian 
Faith; ſince our Saviour him- 
ſelf Frog ſo far condeſcended to our 
weak Capacities, in framing our 
Idea's of their exalted State, as to 
giye us the beſt aſſurance we can 
have of it, in the Language and 
Metaphor before made uſe of by 
our Prophet in the Text. For 
having firſt ſpoken of the End of 
this World, 249 every one ſhall 
receive his due Reward, Matt. xiii. 
40. then, ſays he in the 43 verſe, 
ſhall, the Righteous, by whom are 
chiefly meant the faithful Profeſ- 


ſors 


y the Frepaganio oft the l 
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ſors and Publiſhers of his Goſpel, 


ſhine forth as the Sun in the Glory of 


their Father, or be for ever diſtin- 


guiſh'd with the chiefeſt Marks of 


Honour and Dignity in his glori- | 


ous Kingdom. And we may like- 


wile piouſly hope, that all the Workers 


together with them in the ſame De- 
ſigns of Enlarging the Borders of 


Chriſt's Kingdom, and. adding to 


the Church fuch a hall be fav d, 
(Accs ii. 47.) when they have finiſhd 


their Courſe, and have thus kept, or 
preſerv d, the Faith, ſhall then re- 
ceive a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 


which the Lord the Righteous Judge 


will be ſure to give them at that 
Day; (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) and be 
called ip; to the bi igheſt or moſt ho- 


2  nourable © Places in thoſe bleſſed 


Manſions, which he himſelf is gone 


before to prepare for them. To 
which Go of his infinite Mercy 


bring us all for Jeſus Chriſt his 


| ae. 
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and the Holy Ghoſt, be arri bad, 
_ moſt due, all Honour ad 
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